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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the operability of 
functions of a composite device by starting the 
processing of a specified device function by an external 
data processor, displaying information necessary for the 
execution of an operation procedure related to the 
device function, progressing the operation procedure 
based on the displayed information, and attaining a 
processing function corresponding to the device 
processing function. 

SOLUTION: In the composite device MFP, a data 
processor interface circuit receives a specific signal 
from a data processor PC and checks whether the 
processor PC is driven or not. Then whether a composite 
device service application is executed in the processor 
PC or not is checked. When the application is being 
executed, a usable application sort is inquired to the 
processor PC. At the time of receiving a response signal 
to the inquiry from the processor PC, the contents of 
the response signal are displayed as a table to inform 
of a usable function. Then operation information is 
transferred to the processor PC, control information or 
the like is received from the processor PC and the 
specified functional operation is executed by repeatedly 



executing the operation corresponding to the received 
control information. 
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